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The First Baptist Church
in America
This beautiful picture of The
First Baptist Church in
America is proudly displayed
in the pastor’s office at the
Victory Baptist Church of
Milton, Florida.
Go online at
www.victorybaptistpress.com
for information on ordering
your own picture. You will be
proud to display this most
significant landmark in the
history of the Baptist church
in America.

Victory Baptist Press is a ministry of the Victory Baptist Church of Milton, Florida
Founder: Dr. Thomas F. Woodward (1935-1994) Pastor: Tim Fellure Editor & VBP Director: Jim Fellure
The Newsletter is the official publication of Victory Baptist Press and is sent free of charge to those who request it. The main purpose of the Newsletter is to promote missions with an emphasis on the printing and distribution of the Word of God. While we may not
agree with ev ery statement printed f rom outside sources, we will make every effort to keep the paper as free f rom error as possible.
To receiv e the Newsletter send your complete mailing address to: P.O. Box 766, Milton, FL 32572-0766
Phone: 850-623-0086 Fax: 850-623-3502 • e-mail: news@victory baptistpress.com
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Jim & Mary Fellure
It is now January 6, and I am in my office
at home in Florida. I hav e purposely
stay ed close to the home base for a few
days trying to push some new projects to
completion, and with the help of some
v ery dedicated and talented people, a lot
has been accomplished. The Wandering
Jew in Brazil, the intriguing story of a conv erted Jew, Solomon Ginsburg, and his
mission work in Brazil around the turn of
the century, has been out of print for many
y ears, but the f irst proof copy has been
printed, and I have a copy on my desk to
be read f or the final time bef ore it goes to
press.
An excellent book, What God Says
About Abortion Vs. Pro Life, by Pastor
Glen Stocker, is ready to print, along with
an autobiography of Fanny Crosby, and
Father Chiniquy’s Dying Confession. We
also hav e a classic on repentance, by
John Thornton, ready for its first proof
reading and a biography of Roger Williams, The Pioneer of Religious Liberty, by
Oscar Straus, printed in 1894, is being
prepared f or reprinting.
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I have also spent a lot of time researching the history of The First Baptist
Church in America making sure that we
are not giv ing any f alse representation
about the big picture shown on the front
cov er. The ov erwhelming majority of both
secular and religious historians giv e Roger
Williams the credit for establishing—the
city of Providence, Rhode Island, religious
liberty in this great country, and the f irst
Baptist church in America. This gives the
picture great historical significance to
ev ery Baptist church in America. Why not
make it a point to purchase your own picture f or the foy er of your church, y our pastor’s office, or even for your own home?
I trust our readers understand that
VBP is not primarily a book printing ministry. We are first of all a Scripture printing
ministry, prov iding all the Scriptures that
we print without charge. Howev er, the
sources of our paper and other printing
supplies don’t provide them to us without
charge. It costs hundreds of thousands of
dollars each year to print and ship the
Scriptures to the mission fields. Printing
and selling good, doctrinally sound books,
with all the proceeds going directly into
Scripture printing, is just another way we
help f inance the printing and distribution of
the printed Word of God.
If y ou support VBP through y our mission giving, the purchasing of good books
or music, and f aithf ully praying for us, we
are extremely grateful.
Thank y ou, and may the y ear 2011 be
the most f ruitf ul y ear y ou hav e ev er had.
In Christ,

Jim Fellure

Pastor Tim Fellure
Receives An Honorary
Doctor of Divinity Degree
On Wednesday night, January 5, during the Emerald Coast Jubilee, Dr.
H. D. Shuemake, founder and chancellor of Bethany Divinity College
and Seminary of Dothan, Alabama,
conferred on Pastor Tim Fellure the
honorary Doctor of Divinity degree.

MEMORIALS
Victory Baptist Press
recently received memorial gifts
From
Marvin Michael
In memory of
Grace Michael

STATEMENT OF FAITH
WE ACCEPT the Holy Scriptures contained in the Old and New Testaments as
being the verbally inspired Word of God
and being perfectly preserved in the King
James 1611 Bible. We do not believe it
can be corrected or improved upon in any
way. It is the final rule of faith and practice.
WE BELIEVE in the triune God, who is
eternally in three persons (Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit).
WE BELIEVE in the deity of Christ His virgin birth, His sinless life, His
death for the sins of the world, His bodily
resurrection, His exaltation at God’s right
hand, His personal, imminent, and premillennial return.
WE BELIEVE all men are sinners and
are guilty before God; in need of a Saviour.
WE BELIEVE that men are born again
through repentance and faith in Jesus
Christ; that they become the children of
God, eternally saved; that the Holy Spirit
dwells within every believer to guide and
help him in his testimony and service.
WE BELIEVE in the bodily resurrection
of the just and the unjust, the everlasting
blessedness of the saved in Glory, and the
everlasting conscious punishment of the
lost in hell.
WE BELIEVE that all believers have a
responsibility to get the Gospel of the
Lord Jesus Christ into all the world.

The Print Shop
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Al & Heidi Berg
Dear Friends and Supporters,
Another y ear has come and gone, and
upon ref lection, it has been a good y ear.
For years we printed only John/Romans in
v arious languages. When the Lord allowed
us to upgrade to our present press, we
started doing New Testaments as well.
Then a f ew years ago we finally started
printing whole Bibles in Spanish. It seems
that this is the item which has the greatest
demand lately. We recently f inished collating and binding a truckload of Bibles that
went mainly to the border town of Juarez,
Mexico, where there has been so much
drug v iolence in the last few y ears. It is my
hope and prayer that these Bibles will
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change many liv es and ultimately bring
relativ e peace to that area. If it does happen, you will never know why f rom the
ev ening news. Some politician will no
doubt get the credit. If it nev er happens,
we already know that many individual liv es
hav e been changed through the word of
God and the work of some brave souls in
that area. Please join many others that are
pray ing and working for peace and safety
in that region.
Our next project, which we hav e already started printing, is another truckload
of Bibles that will go to Guatemala and be
distributed among several missionaries
there. We plan to do the collating a little
different this time in hopes that it will not
only speed up the process, but have less
waste. We are constantly learning how to
do things better, for which I thank God.
This, at least, makes some of the trials
worth it. One of the challenges of this project is that we will not be able to ship it a
pallet or two at a time, but it will have to go
into a container all at once, meaning that it
will hav e to be juggled around several
times to make room f or all of it in the print
shop. Pray that God gives us wisdom with
that so we can operate as efficiently as
possible.
Somewhere in the middle of this pro-

ject, we are expecting to get another truckload of paper to print into Telegu John/
Romans. Bro Keith Dav idson and his crew
at Seedline International in Indiana, will be
putting those together and shipping them
to India. Beyond that, we are just waiting to
see what the Lord prov ides and where He
leads. We have some suggestions as to
how we think God should do some things,
but we will just have to wait and f ollow His
direction.
Many people this y ear will be putting
emphasis on the 400th anniv ersary of the
translation of the King James Bible. I think
the best way to celebrate that anniversary
is to read it, take it to heart, and obey it as
much as possible. What is the use of praising its accuracy and poetic beauty if we
neglect to read it and continue in sin? If
y ou have read it, and it has done something f or your heart, would y ou please consider helping us to print it, and other foreign translations, so that others might
know the mind of God as well? I can think
of no better way to honor the Book that has
transf ormed so many countless lives.
May God bless you,
Bro. Albert Berg

When you support Victory Baptist Press you are helping send the Gospel of Jesus
Christ, in its purest form, around the world. You too will be a vital part of the VBP
ministry when you:
•

Include VBP in your regular monthly mission giving.

•

Contribute financially to help meet the need for paper. One thousand dollars w ill purchase
one roll. Thirty-tw o thousand dollars w ill purchase one truckload.

•

Support the operation of the print shop. One thousand three hundred and forty dollars w ill
pay for one w hole day of operation. One hundred sixty-seven dollars and fif ty cents will pay
for one hour of operation.

•

Become a volunteer w orker. Without the volunteer help by many friends w ho help print, assemble, and ship Scriptures, the progress would be greatly hindered.

•

“Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the w ord of the Lord may have free course, and be glorified, even as it is with you:” ( 2 Thessalonians 3:1)
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VBP Field Reps
BILL and VICKI RICHBURG
P.O. Box 508
Six Mile, SC 29682
864.506.2380
billrichburg@v ictory baptistpress.com
The Richburgs left a f ull-time ministry in
South Carolina and became f ield representativ es for Victory Baptist Press in 1999. Brother Richburg now
serv es as our general f ield director.

SHAWN and EMMA DUNN
109A E. High Street
Liberty , IN 47353.
765.580.2196
preacherswdunn@gmail.com
The Dunns became f ield representativ es
f or Victory Baptist Press in September of 2010.
After pastoring two churches for a total of twenty -four years and
being heav ily involv ed with printing and distributing the Scriptures, the burden for scripture printing became so real to Bro.
Dunn and his wif e Emma, that he resigned as a pastor to become a f ull-time representative for VBP.

BORROWED ILLUSTRATIONS
An artist went to visit a dear f riend. When he arrived,
she was weeping. He asked why . She showed him a
handkerchief of exquisite beauty that had great sentimental value, which had been ruined by a drop of indelible ink.
The artist asked her to let him hav e the handkerchief , which he returned to her by mail several days
later. When she opened the package she could hardly
believ e her eyes. The artist, using the inkblot as a base,
had drawn on the handkerchief a design of great beauty
with India ink. Now it was more beautif ul and more v aluable than ever.
Sometimes the tragedies that break our hearts can
become the basis f or a more beautiful design in our
liv es. Be patient with the hurts ov er which y ou hav e no
control. They may become a source of healing, help,
and beauty.
Good when He gives, supremely good,
Nor less when He denies,
E'en crosses from His sovereign hand
Are blessings in disguise.
-copied

Who Wears The Pants In Your Fam ily?

Are you in need of extra Income?
Are y ou an honest, born-again Christian with a good clean
testimony looking for an opportunity to earn extra income,
without leav ing or changing y our current ministry? Be an
associate for VBP. There is no cost, very little time involv ed,
and the program is v ery rewarding. For a free information
packet, email: crystal@victory baptistpress.com, or write to
Crystal Perrine at Victory Baptist Press, P.O. Box 766, Milton, FL 32572, and request the Associate Program Inf ormation.

The f ollowing article came from a Roane County, West
Virginia newspaper on December 20, 2010.

THE BEST FLIGHT RATES AVAILABLE FOR THE

In West Virginia, nothing changed as much in the
1920’s as opportunities f or women. More women than
ev er before worked outside the home, attended school,
and started professional careers.
Teacher Fannie Cobb Carter of Charleston, became the f irst black newspaperwoman in West Virginia
and a leader in the f ight against illiteracy.
In 1922, two years after women receiv ed the right
to vote, Izetta Jewel Brown, an actress and suffragette
from Kingwood, became the first woman in the South to
run f or the United States Senate.
In 1923, a f ourteen-y ear-old girl in Roane County
was arrested for wearing pants. It was in v iolation of a
local law banning females from dressing in "anything
that impersonates males attire." The next day, she and
three girlfriends paraded through Reedy in f orbidden
clothing. Not long after, the issue of "pants or no pants"
dominated Reedy's next election. Politicians and church
members fought hard to maintain the ordinance, with
the v oters deciding women could wear pants.
Theoretically , f ollowing the election, "women could
wear the pants in the f amily."

BRETHREN. BROTHER BOB SAY S THEY CAN DO

See Deuteronomy 22:5 and 1 Timothy 2:9

850.983.3954 / 850.529.4761 / 850.418.3108

bobleonor3@bellsouth.net

BRO. BOB SCHMIDT AND HIS WIFE, LEONOR, ARE
TRAVEL AGENTS AND DO THEIR BEST TO GET

ESPECIALLY WELL WITH OVERSEAS FLIGHTS.
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Bles sings & Be ne fits
Mrs. Pam Leake

I

t is now 5:30 am, December
15th. The outdoor temperature is
10 degrees, while inside the heat
pump struggles to keep the thermostat at 63 degrees – quite chilly
f or Virginia this time of y ear. How
thankf ul I am to be indoors and not
outside! I had awakened much
earlier and began to mentally inv entory the day and the remaining week. I’ve made list after list, checked off the “done”
items and yet I still hav e so many in the “to do” category.
That’s OK – it just means that I’m able to do, and that’s a
blessing in itself.
Ly ing in the darkness, my mind takes a quick trip back through
the months of 2010…Wow, where did they go? I brief ly recall
some of the things the Lord allowed my husband and me to go
through and how good He has been in each trial, each heartache, and each challenge. Under the category of “Pain” are
listed both physically and emotionally painful experiences, but
each was offset by the comfort and healing of my f aithf ul Lord.
Under the category of “Sorrow” I recounted some losses experienced this y ear – deaths and separations – y et God has
been my constant Friend, ev er present through it all. He’s good
all the time! The list is long under the category “Challenges”
because life itself presents each of us with a multitude of challenges no matter where we are or what we do. Howev er, the
Lord has been my strength and has giv en sweet victory in
each instance. I truly am blessed!
Also, on my mental inv entory sheet there is a long list of
“Blessings,”—blessings of every sort: physical, material, and
best of all, spiritual. As a matter of fact, there’s just no way to
count them all. I can testify that I’ve enjoy ed the abundant life
that the Lord said He came to give. Y es, the blessings f ar outweigh the pain and the sorrow, and when it comes down to the
bottom line, those things I counted in the negative column just
don’t seem so signif icant except f or the lessons learned f rom
them. It’s all the wonderf ul riches in Christ that prove I have
had a prof itable year with the Lord.
A f ew weeks ago, I heard a song that continues to ring in my
mind as a constant reminder of how good the Lord has been
and continues to be. The chorus goes as f ollows:
I hav e been bl essed; God’s s o good to me,
Precious are His thoughts of you and me;
No way I c ould count them, there’s not enough ti me,
So I’ll just thank Hi m for being so kind.
God’s been good, s o good – I hav e been bless ed.

The inv entory sheet tells the truth – I’ve abounded in the goodness of God. With the new y ear of unknowns before me, I can
rest in the confidence the Word of God is true, and He will do
what He said He would do. With Him, I’ll nev er be “in the red.”
Pam is the wife of Ed Leake, pastor of Colonial Baptist Church and director of
Colonial Press of Charlottesville, Virginia. You may email her at:
pamleake@colonialbaptist-cville.org.

VICTORY BAPTIST PRESS - PAGE 5
BRAND NEW MUSIC CD:
The Victory Baptist Church men’s quartet has recorded this
great, professionally produced music CD and has committed all
the profit f rom its sales to the VBP Scripture printing ministry.
Thank y ou, Pressing Forward, for a job well done. JF

Look What the Lord
Has Done
by Pressing Forward.
I Know I'm Going There / O What A Savior / Look What The Lord Has Done / It's
Still The Blood / Only By The Blood / In
The Depths Of The Sea / When We All Get
Together With The Lord / I've Been With Jesus / I Will Go On /
The Conversation / Hide Me Behind The Cross / Alpha & Omega.

CD $12.00.

The Religion Racket
by Norman Wells.
The following article is just a sample of the
honest and sincere approach that Norman
Wells took toward hypocrisy. In much of this
great book, the reader will laugh and cry at
the same time.
One cannot read the Gospels without
being aware of the conflict between Christ
and religion. He deliberately exposed the
sham and hypocrisy of the established religion and warned against its deadly, smothering effect. He knew it had to be swept away before the reality of the
truth that He brought could be felt.
In our generation, religion again finds itself encrusted with the
same kind of accumulation and the desperate need is to again expose
this condition and destroy it so that the truth might again shine forth.
Religion today bears the same characteristics that Jesus so vigorously
condemned. Practically every place where religion is supposed to exert
an influence it is being defeated. However, most religion goes right on
making the colossal pretense that all is well and that religion is marching victoriously onward and upward. This refusal to admit failure and
the insistence upon keeping up the pretense of success has produced a
religion that is a deliberate deception.
The tragedy is that real religion is buried under the maze of contradicting claims, tired traditions, and deliberate deceits of this racket
in religion. It has cloaked itself in superficial sanctity and hides from
honest appraisal. It is time to bring today’s religion out into a full investigation of its reality . . . not its pretense.
Contrast real religion with the current crop of counterfeits and we
will find nothing more than shallow substitutes. Are we willing to refuse
the substitute and to demand the real thing? Are we ready to discard
our sacred shams and pompous pretenses? Are we ready to be honest
about religion?
The sham condition of religion in Jesus’ day had to be exposed and
destroyed before Christianity could be born. It will again have to be
exposed and destroyed if Christianity is to be reborn in our generation.
119 pages. $7.00
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Victory Baptist Press Bookstore Sales
Located On the Beautiful Gulf Coast of Northwest Florida

God’s Plan For Paying The
Pastor—How to move the hand

The Holy War
by John Buny an.
In the town of Mansoul, a fierce battle
raged to take control away from the
rightf ul Prince. Who will be the conquering Prince? Diabolus or Emmanuel? And
what can the inhabitants do to resist the
attacks of the ev il one? Y our soul is under attack f rom the f orces of ev il.
Through this powerf ul allegory, y ou will
learn how to build up y our def enses...and prepare for war! Buny an will illuminate your understanding and show you: When y our soul is in line with Christ, you
can accomplish anything. Christ the conqueror is on y our side,
and with His help, you have nothing to fear.
334 pages. $7.00

How Far to the
Nearest Doctor?
by Edward M. Dodd, M.D.
In this book the writer has tried to bring
bef ore American, young people a liv ing
reality - the medical work of the Christian
church in many lands.
163 pages. $5.00

Just A Country Preacher
Dr. Bascum Ray Lakin once said that
he’d like to be remembered “...merely
as a country preacher that has never
dipped his colors and never sought to
advance himself. I want to be loved by
the great majority of people who believe the like precious faith. I’ d like to
be known as a man who never wavered, never faltered.” This book is a
small part of the heritage of B. R.
Lakin.
158 pages. $12.95

of God toward the windows of
heaven
by C. R. Curtman.
1 Peter 4:17 says, “For the time is come
that judgment must begin at the house
of God…” Judgment should begin at the
house of God today f or many reasons—
pray erlessness, self ishness, and worldliness come immediately to mind. But this book deals with a different sin; one rarely thought about and hardly ever mentioned. It is
the sin a church is guilty of when it f ails to prov ide financially for
its pastor as it should.
74 pages. $7.00

Out of the Depths
The Autobiography of John Newton,
Author of "Amazing Grace."
The most widely known and immediately
recognized Christian song remains the
classic hymn "Amazing Grace." Author
John Newton (1725-1807), saved f rom a
lif e of moral deprav ity and slave trading,
nev er f orgot the depths f rom which he
was pulled by God's incomprehensible
grace. Discover the timeless story of his
conv ersion and the true meaning of the familiar words, "Amazin g
grace! How sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me. I once
was lost, but now am found; was blind, but now I see."
160 pages.

$11.50
How To Strengthen
Your Faith
by Andrew Murray.
Faith is a gift from God that is available to
all. God’s many gifts can become yours.
Andrew Murray reveals how y ou can:
Remov e f ear f rom your life.
Experience the Master’s healing touch
Be certain that you are f orgiven
Discov er your God-given destiny.
Experience a new peace and joy.
108 pages. $4.00
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AUTHORITY - Who's in Charge?

The Name Above Every Name

by Tim Fellure.
Authority is the most f undamental principle
of order in any society. Our world desperately needs to rediscover a respect f or and
submission to duly appointed, God ordained authority. If we are to have unity in
our churches, peace in our homes, security
in our communities, progress in our
schools, and productiv ity in our places of
employ ment, then someone must be in charge.
42 pages. $2.95

by Tim Fellure.
A 30-day devotional guide through the
names of Christ.
The Muslim has exhausted his knowledge of
Allah when he learns the 99 names of his
god in the Koran, but the more than 700
titles giv en to Christ in the Scriptures are
only a portion of the names worthy of our
Sav ior. It is the aim of this dev otional guide
to expound on some of the great titles that can belong to none
other than Jesus Christ.

$1.77 each in sets of 10

60 pages. $3.95

$2.37 each in sets of 10
Are You Supporting a
Missionary or a Moochionary
by Jim Fellure.
A straightforward shot at sham missionaries that are bleeding off missions’ money
that should go f or more productiv e
causes. The problem and the cure are
both dealt with in a very convicting and
instructiv e manner.
163 pages. $9.50

$5.70 each in sets of 10
$4.75 each in a case of 32

The Rochesters
We've Met To Worship
Brethren, We Have Met To Worship / It Is
Well / All Hail The Power / I Know Who
Holds To morrow / Thank You Lord / The
Lily Of The Valley / I'd Rather Have Jesus / I Know Whom I Have Believed / Nothing But The Blood /
Wayfaring Stranger / I Love My Savior, Too / I'm A Soldier /
Where The Roses Never Fade

CD $14.00

For your convenience you may also purchase online at www.victorybaptistpress.com

Victory Baptist Press Bookstore
Item Description
Victory Baptist
Press Bookstore
is a ministry of Victory Baptist Press.
Any profit made
from the sale of
our competitively
priced books, goes
toward the printing
of more Bibles and
Scripture portions.
This is just one
more way we get
the Word of God
to a lost world.

Shipping & Handling charges.
Up to $15.00……….$3.50
$30.01—$60.00…...$5.50
$100 and up………..$15.00

Qty.

$15.01—$30.00……$4.50
$60.01—$100……. $10.00

Price Each

Subtotal

Order total:
Shipping:
Total:

Ship to:
Make checks payable to:
Victory Baptist Press Bookstore
Send orders to:
Victory Baptist Press Bookstore
P.O. Box 766
Milton, FL 32572
Email: books@victory baptisss.com

Name
Street
City
Email

St

Zip
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The Pastor’s Page

Bible because the Bible is the monarch of
books.
2) The Bible is a Special Book!

Pastor Ti m Fellur e

MY KING JAMES BIBLE
2 Timothy 3:14-15

This y ear (2011) many churches will commemorate the 400-y ear anniv ersary of the
translation of the 1611 Authorized Version
of the Bible. We believe that the holy Scriptures were inspired of God and were prov identially preserved throughout centuries,
and that the crown jewel of preservation is
the 1611 AV. We believe that, as it is the
same words of the original writings in a
different language and that it contains all
the properties of the originals (inerrancy,
inf allibility ), it is proper to call the AV the
inspired Word of God.
We do not believ e the archaic words
should be rewritten, the italicized words
replaced, or the offensive words remov ed.
We believ e that, as God saw f it to preserve
His pure Word in English, we do not need
to go back to the Greek to see what He
meant to say. Our “narrow-minded” v iew is
that if you hav e a King James Bible, you
hav e the div inely inspired, perf ectly preserv ed Word of God.
The apostle Paul, as an aged
preacher, wrote two letters to y oung Timothy , and he gav e him much advice concerning his treatment of the Scriptures (2
Tim. 2:9,15; 3:15-17; 4:13).
1) The Bible is a Sacred Book!
“And that from a child thou hast known
the holy scriptures,...” This Bible is not just
another book. It is a heavenly v olume, a
sacred library, a holy book. Bible-believ ers
are sometimes accused of worshipping
King James over King Jesus: we don’t worship the Bible, but we should hav e great
respect for the book. The Bible is a book
that should be handled with care; it is disrespectful to place another book on top of the

“And that from a child thou hast known
the holy scriptures,...” That is an unusual
word and it reminds us that the Bible is a
v ery special book. It holds a distinctive title
and ev en has a distinctive look. If someone
walks into a public place carrying a Bible,
ev eryone recognizes that book. It f eels
different, it looks different, and y ou even
carry it differently than other books.
The Bible is not a history book, but
when it touches on history it does so without error. There are absolutely no historical errors in the Bible, something which
cannot be said about many, if any, books
of history. The Bible is not a science book,
but when the Bible touches on a scientif ic
subject, it does so without error. The Bible
is not a psychology book, but when it
speaks on psychological matters it is accurate. The Bible tells us what man is, a
body, soul, and spirit, and that man’s greatest need is salvation f rom sin.
The Bible is a book of principles for
us to liv e by : “...be ye kind one to another,...forgiving one another, even as God
for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.” The
Bible is a book of promises f or us to rest
in: “Casting all your care upon him; for he
careth for you.” Standing on the Promises
is more than a song; it can be a reality. The
Bible is a book of prophecies for us to
believ e in. The Bible is the only book that
attempts to make prophecy because the
danger of prophecy is that if y ou make a
prediction, and then it doesn’t come to
pass, y ou are discredited.
3) The Bible is a Salvation Book!
“Which are able to make thee wise
unto salvation through faith which is in
Christ Jesus.” The Bible has a specific intention and purpose: that people like you
and me might read its message and be
sav ed and go to heav en when we die. “But
these are written, that ye might believe that
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and
that believing ye might have life through
His name” (John 20:31).
It is the Bible that tells us that we are
all sinners: “For all have sinned, and come
short of the glory of God.” “...There is none
righteous, no, not one.” It is the Bible that
tells us that the debt of sin must be paid.
“For the wages of sin is death;”... “...it is
appointed unto men once to die...” It is the

Bible that tells us that Jesus has already
paid the price for our sins: “But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” It
is the Bible that tells us that if we will trust
in Christ we can be sav ed and hav e our
sins f orgiven: “For whosoever shall call
upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.”
“But as many as received him, to them
gave he power to become the sons of God,
even to them that believe on his name.” It
is the Bible that tells us that God will give
us eternal life if we just believ e on His Son:
“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift
of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ
our Lord.”
* ****
I cut the outline short in this issue to
giv e a personal challenge to every one who
reads this page to make 2011 the year of
the Bible. If you hav e nev er read y our Bible
all the way through or if y ou hav e let if fall
by the way side, this is the y ear to again
make it a part of your daily life. Almost every one reading this will eat, at least, one
meal a day for the next 365 days, so why
not f east daily on the Word of God? As
Christians, we are to do f ive things with our
Bible: Read (Isa. 34:16), Study (2 Tim.
2:15), Meditate (Josh. 1:8), Memorize (Ps.
119:11), and Apply (Deut. 7:11).
To be consistent y ou must hav e a Set
Plan. I don’t think it is ever good to have a
day without a schedule. When y ou get up
in the morning y ou should already have
mapped out how y ou are going to spend
that day. Time is too precious and short to
waste sitting around wondering what to do
next. Make an appointment with God.
The random f inger method is a poor
way to read your Bible. There are a number of good plans to take y ou through the
Bible in a month or a y ear; it doesn’t matter
which plan y ou choose, just so you systematically read the Scriptures.
Then y ou must have a Set Place. Get
away from distractions—turn the TV off, get
rid of background noise, and concentrate
on what y ou’re reading. For years, I have
read my Bible to the reading of Alexander
Scourby because it slows me down and
helps me to f ocus my mind on the words.
Finally , hav e a Set Time. It is my contention that the early morning (Ps. 63:1) is
the best time to meet with God, but if midnight is best f or y ou, then God will meet
y ou then. But you must schedule that time
and be jealous of it or else a thousand
things will insist they are more urgent, and
y ou will go throughout y our days with no
time for your Bible.

